
I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

I D O not intend to write a history of Cyprus , as 

authorities already exis t that are well known, but w e r e 

general ly neglected until the British occupation rescued 

them from secluded bookshelves . E v e n had I pre­

sumed to write as a historian, the task would have 

been impossible, as I am at this moment excluded 

from the world in the precincts of the monastery of 

Troodi t issa among the heights of ancient O l y m p u s or 

modern T r o o d o s , where books of reference are un­

known, and the necessary data would be want ing. 

I shall recount m y personal exper ience of this island 

as an independent traveller, unprejudiced b y political 

considerations, and unfettered b y the responsible posi­

tion of an official. H a v i n g examined C y p r u s in eve ry 

district, and passed not only a few days , but winter, 

spring, and summer in test ing the climatic and geo­

graphical peculiarities of the country, I shall describe 

" Cyprus as I saw it in 1879 ," express ing the opinions 

which I formed upon the spot with the results of 

m y experience. 


