INTRODUCTION.

I po not intend to write a history of Cyprus, as
authorities already exist that are well known, but were
generally neglected until the British occupation rescued
them from secluded bookshelves. Even had I pre-
sumed to write as a historian, the task would have
been impossible, as I am at this moment excluded
from the world in the precincts of the monastery of
Trooditissa among the heights of ancient Olympus or
modern Troodos, where books of reference are un-
known, and the necessary data would be wanting.
I shall recount my personal experience of this island
as an independent traveller, unprejudiced by political
considerations, and unfettered by the responsible posi-
tion of an official. Having examined Cyprus in every
district, and passed not only a few days, but winter,
spring, and summer in testing the climatic and geo-
graphical peculiarities of the country, I shall describe
“ Cyprus as I saw it in 1879,” expressing the opinions
which I formed upon the spot with the results of
my experience.
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