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or seven feet below the surface, which form a flaky
subterranean pavement. The ancients selected this
shallow soil of a higher level for a burial-ground, and
they burrowed beneath the stratum of stony deposit
to form their tombs. One of the chief occupations of
modern Cypriotes appears to be the despoiling of the
dead; thus the entire sides of the plateau-face for a
distance of about two miles are burrowed into thou-
sands of holes to a depth of ten and twelve feet in
earch of hidden treasures. If the same amount of
labour had been expended in the tillage of the surface,
the result would have been far more profitable. A
small proportion of the land upon the outskirts of the
town was cultivated, some had been recently ploughed,
while in other plots the wheat had appeared above
the surface. Water is generally found at eight or
nine feet below the level, but this is of an inferior
description, and the town and environs are well
supplied by an aqueduct which conveys the water
from powerful springs about seven miles to the west
of Larnaca, near Arpera. This useful work was con-
structed according to the will of a former pacha, who
bequeathed the sum required, for a public benefit.
Large flocks of sheep were grazing in various por-
tions of the uncultivated plain. At first sight they
appeared to be only searching for food among the
stones and dust, but upon close examination 1 found
a peculiar fleshy herb something like the stone-crop
which grows upon the old walls and rocks of England.
This "plant was exceedingly salt, and the sheep de-
voured it with avidity, and were in fair condition.
The wool was long, but of a coarse wiry texture, and
much impaired by the adherence of thistles and other
prickly plants. The musical sound of distant bells



