
been except ional ly s ick ly ; many o f the s torekeepers 
were suffering from the effects of fever, which, com­
bined with the depression of spirits caused b y ruined 
prospects, p roduced a condition of total collapse, from 
which there was only one relief—that of wri t ing to 
the newspapers and abus ing the G o v e r n m e n t and the 
island general ly . 

T h e r e must a lways be mar ty r s—somebody must be 
sacrif iced—whether burnt at the s take for religious 
principles, or put in a bell-tent in the sun with the 
thermometer at 1 1 0 0 Fahr . simply because they are 
British soldiers—it does not much matter—but the 
moment your merchants are slain upon the altar, the 
boil ing-point is reached. 

T h e store-keepers sat despondingly behind their 
counters whi le the h inges of their doors rusted from 
the absence of in-comers. It was impossible to rouse 
them from their state of mercantile coma, excep t b y 
one word, which had a magnet ic effect upon their 
nervous s y s t e m — " Custom House" 

" I suppose you h a v e no difficulty at the Cus tom 
House , Mr . in this s imple island ? " T h i s was 
invariably the red rag to the bull. 

" N o difficulty, S i r ! — no diff icul ty? — it is the 
difficulty—we are absolutely paralysed by the Cus tom 
House . E v e r y box is broken open and the contents 
s t rewed upon the ground. T h e duty is ad valorem 
upon all articles, and an ignorant T u r k is the valuer. 
T h i s man does not k n o w the difference be tween a 
bootjack and a lemon-squeezer : only the other d a y 
he valued wire dish-covers as ' articles of head-dress, ' 
(probably he had seen wire fencing-masks). I f he is 
perplexed, he is obliged to refer the questionable 
article to the Ch ie f Office,—this is two hundred yards 


