
difficulty commenced in descending a rugged and pre
cipitous track, which at first s ight appeared destruct ive 
to any springs. T h e g ipsy-van was conducted by the 
owner of the fine pair of bul locks ; but this fellow 
(Theodoris) was an obstinate and utterly reckless 
character, and instead of o b e y i n g orders to g o steadily 
with the drag on the wheels , he pu t his animals into 
a gallop down the steep descent, wi th the intention 
of gaining sufficient momentum to cross the sandy 
bottom and to ascend the other side. I f the original 
g ipsy proprietor could have seen his van leaping 
and tossing like a ship - in a h e a v y sea, with the 
frantic driver shouting and ye l l ing at his bul locks 
while he accelerated their ga l lop b y a sharp applica
tion of the needle-pointed d r iv ing prick, he would 
have considered it the last moment of his movab le 
home. I did the same ; but, to m y astonishment, 
the vehicle, after bounding madly about, s imply turned 
the insane driver head over heels into the river 's 
bed, and the bullocks found themselves anchored in 
the sand on the opposite side. G l o v e r Brothers ' blue 
van was driven by a fine fellow, Georg i , w h o was of 
a steady disposition ; and this v e r y handy and wel l 
constructed carriage made nothing of the difficulty. 
Georgi was a handsome and exceed ing ly powerful man, 
upwards of six feet high, of a most amiable disposition, 
who a lways tried to do his best ; but the truth must 
be told, he was stupid : he became a s lave to the 
superior intellect of the hare-brained rascal o f the 
gipsy-van. W h y amiable people should so frequently 
be stupid I cannot conceive : perhaps a few are sharp ; 
but Georg i , poor fellow, had all in bone and muscle, 
and not in brain, 

The re is great advantage in t ravel l ing with more 


