
ance, and present a clean front of masonry flanked by 

eleven bastions, and entered by three gates , those of 

Baffo, Famagous ta , and K y r e n i a . T h e original ditch 

can be traced in var ious places, but the counterscarp 

and glacis have been destroyed ; therefore the soil has 

washed in during the rainy seasons, and to an unpractised 

eye has obliterated all traces of the former important 

work. O n the other hand, thè disappearance o f the 

glacis renders the he ight o f the walls still more impos­

ing, as they rise for thirty or forty feet abruptly from 

the level base, and at a distance maintain the appear­

ance of g o o d condition. 

It is difficult to imagine the reason which induced 

t h e Vene t i ans to reproduce Le fkos i a after they had 

demolished the original fortifications ; but it is probable 

that they had already erected the cathedral before the 

expec ted T u r k i s h invasion rendered the improved 

defences necessary. A l t h o u g h in the ear ly days o f 

artillery shell-fire was unknown, both the T u r k s and 

Venet ians possessed guns of h e a v y calibre far exceed ing 

any that were used in Grea t Britain until recent years . 

T h e marble shot which are still to be seen in F a m a ­

gousta are the same which served in the defence of 

that fortress in 1 5 7 1 . T h e s e are nearly e leven inches 

in diameter, while in the fort o f K y r e n i a the stone 

shot are still exist ing, nineteen inches in diameter, 

composed o f an exceed ing ly hard and h e a v y meta-

morphic rock. T h e long bronze guns which threw 

the smaller stone shot of from six to e leven inches, 

would command a far more ex tens ive range than the 

interval of the heights which dominate Lefkos ia ; and 

even should bat ter ing have been ineffective at that dis­

tance against walls of masonry, the p lunging fire would 

have destroyed the town and rendered it untenable. 


