
were necessary for the larger g ipsy-van , and tak ing 
the drag-shoe off the blue van, w e were thus enabled 

I to secure both the hind-wheels for the s teep descent . 
B y careful management , after one or two narrow 
escapes from capsising, w e succeeded in landing the 
Noah ' s A r k safely by its fellow, amidst the cheers o f 

I the good-natured crowd. 
T h e delay had been great , and the even ing was 

drawing near : w e were about seven miles from the 
upper portion of K y t h r e a , where w e had proposed 
to camp, and the route was part ly across country, 
to avoid layers of natural rock which in success ive 
ridges made it impossible for the vans to keep the 

I t rack. Severa l deep watercourses intervened, which 
I required the spade and p ickaxe , and it was quite 
I - d a r k when we were obl iged to halt about a mile 
ι from K y t h r e a . 

O n the fol lowing morning Mr . Ki t chener , L ieu tenant 
I of the R o y a l Engineers , called at our camp, and was 

kind enough to pilot us to the celebrated springs about 
j three miles above the v i l lage . T h i s able and energet ic 

officer was engaged, together with Mr . Hipper s ly o f 
I i h e same corps, in mak ing the tr igonometrical su rvey 
I of the island, and they were quartered in a comfortable 
I house on the outskirts of the town. W i t h this excel lent 

guide, who could explain e v e r y inch of the surrounding 
J country, we started upon a most interest ing ride. 

T h e entire neighbourhood was green with abundant 
crops of cereals, some of which at this early season 
were e ighteen inches high. T h e effect o f irrigation 
could be traced for several miles into the plain and 
along the base of the mountain range, until by de
grees the green became more faint, and gradually but 

j surely merged into the dead brown which denoted 


