
prepared for rolling over upon an assault ing party. 
I found this quality of rock upon the mountains 
within two miles of Kyren i a . 

T h e r e were evident ly two harbours, which included 
the small bay upon either side of the present fort ; 
that upon the wes t was the most important, as the 
depth of water is greater, and it shows evident s igns 
of hav ing received peculiar attention. T h e remains 
of the ancient moles still exist , and afford considerable 
protection ; but the sea has broken through in several 
places and washed a w a y the upper tiers of stones. 
T h e s e moles were carefully constructed by l ay ing 
the masonry upon a foundation of hydraulic cement, 
which connected the various natural rocks ; the layer 
of cement still exists, whi le the squared b locks of the 
original surface may be seen at the bot tom, where they 
have been deposited by the waves . L i k e all defensive 
works in historical countries, those of K y r e n i a have 
undergone continual changes and modifications, as 
from time to time alterations may have been sug­
gested by successful at tacks. In a ruined tower 
which, completely isolated within the sea, commanded 
the entrance of the harbour on the west , I observed 
that an ancient column of whi te marble from some 
old building has been used as a k e y to prevent the 
large squared stones from yie lding to the constant 
vibration caused by the b reak ing waves . E a c h tier 
of stones has been cut at the central edge to form 
a half-circle where the edges of the adjoining blocks 
were connected ; those have been similarly shaped 
to produce a complete circle when faced together. 
T h e squared stones in the lower and upper tiers 
have been perforated in a circle, so that when several 
courses of masonry were completed, the hole repre-


