206 CyprUS IN 1879. [CHAP.

investigated. The mules arrived, and I directed the
attention of liani to the fact, in order that I might
procure a specimen by sending him to the spot upon a
future occasion. We now entered upon groves of
caroub-trees, and the ground was covered with blocks
of limestone and of marbles. As we proceeded the
shore became exceedingly narrow, as the base of the
steep mountain sprang from within a short distance of
the sea. The quantity and varieties of marbles in-
creased, the dark green was present in large blocks,
and several masses of bright rose-colour suggested
that rare and valuable qualities might be profitably
worked and exported, as great facilities existed in the
presence of snug little coves within only a few yards,
where in the summer months native vessels of twenty
or thirty tons might anchor in security.

The country now became exceedingly wild and
rugged. The sea was in many places exactly below
us as we skirted the cliffs and occasionally crossed the
beaches of narrow coves. The high mountain upon
our immediate left was the western terminus of the
Carpas range, and exhibited peculiar geological features,
eruptive rocks having burst in some places through the
limestone and created great disturbance. The route
was exceedingly interesting and beautiful, rocks of
every shade of colour were mingled with bright green
foliage, the sea was an emerald green in the shallow
coves, and dark blue within a few hundred paces
of the shore, while a brisk breeze curled the waves
and tipped their crests with a glistening white. The
path at length turned to the left and led through a
gap that rounded the mountain base, and formed the
extreme end of the jurassic limestone, which only
exists in Cyprus in the peculiar wall-like Carpasian
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