
artificial channels, exhibited splendid crops of whea t 
and barley. G r o v e s of ve ry ancient ol ive-trees exis ted 
in the valley, and w e halted beneath the first oak-
trees that I had seen in Cyprus . T h e s e were wide-
spreading, a l though not high, and I measured the gir th 
of one solid s tem—eighteen feet. 

W e had hardly off-saddled, when crowds of women 
and children collected from all quarters, with a few 
men, to stare at the new-comers ; not at me personally, j 
but at my wife. T h e y were , if possible, more filthy I 
than the ave rage of Cypr ian women , and a grea t pro-
portion of the children were marked with recent ' 
attacks of small-pox. I regret ted that I had not a ' 
supply of crackers to throw amongs t and disperse the] 
crowd that daily pestered us ; any l ady that in future j 
may travel through Cyprus should have a portmanteau 
full of such simple fireworks. It was in vain to explain J 
that the people were a nuisance if too near : when driven! 
to a moderate distance, they would advance shyly, b y 
degrees ; two or three children would come forward] 
and sit down a few paces in front of the main body a 
after a few minutes several others would overs tep this-j 
frontier and sit down five or s ix yards in advance o i 
the last comers, and b y this silent sys tem of skirmish-1 
ing we were a lways surrounded in twenty minutes after' 
the original crowd had been dispersed. I did not mind 
them so long as they were not in personal contact, and 
were free from recent small-pox ; but some of the red-
pitted faces were full of warning. 

T h e r e was nothing of interest to detain us at Polis, 
and w e started early upon the 19th A p r i l towards Baffo. 
T h e val ley through which the r iver Aspropo tamo had 
deposited a layer of fertile al luvium divided the moun-* 
tain range, leaving the plutonic rocks to the east ; a n ! 


