
by itself. S o m e European travellers h a v e mistaken 
from its present shape for the emblematic cone ο 
Venus . T h e south-east corner s tands also by itself 
in an open field, where the Christ ian population ο 
K o u k l i a burn lamps and little wax-candles , but i 
honour of whom, or for wha t purpose, I did not 
inquire. T h e fourth corner-stone l ikewise forms part 
of a modern dwell ing-house. 

" T h e temple was ob long and of the fol lowing 
dimensions : the eastern and western wal ls measur 
221 feet, and the two other sides 167 feet. I cannot 
vouch for the exact measurement on account of the 
difficulties I had to encounter, never theless the differ 
enee can be of some inches only. T h e corner-stone 
the north-west side has a hole in it thirteen inches 
diameter ; a similar hole also exists in the south-w 
corner of the outer wall . A s the temple at Paphos 
possessed an oracle, these s t range holes, which g o 
through the entire stone, may h a v e been connecte 
with it. T h i s at least was the opinion of D r 
Friederichs when he came to p a y m e a visi t a 
Paphos. 

" F r o m this spot, if a person stand upon this huge 
perforated stone, he can produce a clear and fine echo J 
of a phrase of three or four words, pronounced in a 
hollow tone of vo ice . " 

It is quite possible that the tr icks o f acoustics may-
have been practised by the priests w h o officiated a t ; 

oracular shrines, which would h a v e awed the ignorant · 
multitude ; as in sacred g r o v e s a tree migh t have been 
made to speak b y the s imple contr ivance of a man 
concealed within the ho l low stem, which to outward 
appearance would have been considered solid. T h e 
devices of priestcraft to br ing gr is t to their mill are 
not ye t obsolete, as will be seen in many of the 
monasteries of Cyprus . 


