
knew that the poison would assuredly spread th rough­
out the system. T h e dogs had been bitten at about 
3.40 P . M . A t 8 P . M . (our dinner-hour) S h o t was a 
shapeless mass, and his l imbs were stiff ; the skin of 
his throat and fore-part of his b o d y beneath his curly 
whi te and l iver-coloured hair was perfectly black ; his 
j o w l , which now hung three inches be low his j a w s , 
was also inky black, as were his swollen tongue and 
palate. Mer ry ' s head and throat were swol len badly, 
and he lay by the blazing fire of logs half stupefied 
and devoid of observation. 

O n the following morning Sho t was evident ly d y i n g ; 
he did not appear to suffer pain, but was in a state 
of coma and swelled to such a degree that he resem­
bled the skin of an animal that had been badly stuffed 
with hay. M e r r y was worse than on the preceding 
night, and lay in a state of stupor. I carried him 
to the sea and dipped him several t imes beneath the 
water ; this appeared sl ightly to r ev ive him, and he 
was placed in a large saddle-bag to be carried on a 
mule for the day 's march. S h o t had been quite 
unconscious, and when the men prepared an animal 
to carry him, it was found that he was already dead. 
T h i s was a little after 8 A . M . , and he had been bitten 
at about 3.40 P . M . : about 16^· hours had elapsed. 
M y men d u g a g r a v e and buried the poor animal, 
who had been a faithful d o g and an excel lent retriever. 
F r o m Mer ry ' s appearance I expec ted that w e should 
have to attend to his remains in the same manner 
before the evening. 

S n a k e s are v e r y numerous in Cyprus , but I cannot 
believe in any great danger if these general ly hated 
creatures should be avoided. I f dogs will insist upon 
hunting and a t tacking them, they must be bitten as a 


