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town were g o o d enough to call frequently, and kindly ] 
afforded much information ; at the same t ime they did | 
not conceal their disappointment at the terms of the j 
occupation, which, by draining the island of its revenue, I 
completely paralysed the g o o d intentions of the j 
Eng l i sh government ; the best resolutions be ing j 
valueless unless supported by the necessary capital. 

A l t h o u g h I received e v e r y politeness from the ] 
inhabitants, w h o appeared to think I had some official j 
mission, it was not difficult to trace a genera l tone | 
of complaint and dissatisfaction, which was perfectly J 
natural under the ex is t ing régime. A l t h o u g h nothing 
could exceed the pains taken by S i r Garne t W o l s e l e y I 
and all his officials to introduce reforms for the general ] 
welfare of the people, the task was s imply impossible I 
where various interests were conflicting, and no hybrid 
government could at once destroy exis t ing abuses and • 
at the same time establish laws suitable to all classes. 
T h i s general reform required an independent ad
ministration, untrammelled b y mongrel relations with 
the Turk , and equally free from the vexat ious labyrinths 
of Eng l i sh jurisprudence. I do not wish to cata logue 
the long list of gr ievances which have been entrusted 
to m y unwilling ears, but there are some which are 
so utterly destructive to the interests of the country 
and the government , that I have no hesitation in 
describing them. 

T h e great trade of L imaso l is wine, as the district 
exhibits the industry first encouraged by the Vene t i ans ; 
this, as the great money-producing cultivation, opposed 
to Mussulman prejudices, has been burdened with 
extortionate taxation and restrictions, which have not 
ye t been re l ieved b y the British administration. 


