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T H E W I N E D I S T R I C T O F L I M A S O L . 

I N the fifteenth century the Cypr ian vines were 
selected for the now celebrated v ineyards of Madei ra ; 
nothing can better exemplify the standard o f industry 
and consequent prosperi ty than the vine, when w e 
regard the identical plant in the hands of the Portu­
guese and in its original home in Cyprus under the 
Turk ish administration. T h e first historical notice of 
the vine occurs when Noah , stranded upon M o u n t 
Arara t , took advantage, upon the first subsidence of the 
waters, to plant a v ineyard ; and, according to the curt 
biblical description, it g rew, produced, and the wine 
intoxicated the proprietor, all within a few days . It 
may not have occurred to the wine trade that this 
biblical fact p roves that the consumption of wine had 
been among the first assumed necessities of the human 
race ; if Noah ' s first impulse upon landing sugges ted 
the cultivation of the vine, he was restoring to the world 
a plant that had been considered so absolutely impor­
tant that he must have provided himself with either 
buds or cuttings in grea t quantities when he selected 
his animals for the A r k before the D e l u g e . I f this is 
true, the use of w ine must h a v e been pre-historical, 
and its abuse historical ; the two purposes hav ing 


