
C H A P T E R X I I . 

T H E M O N A S T E R Y O F T R O O D I T I S S A . 

T H E monastery of Troodi t i ssa had no architectural 
pre tens ions ; it looked like a family of Eng l i sh barns 
that had been crossed with a Swi s s chalet. T h e roofs o f 
s i x separate buildings of considerable dimensions were 
a r ranged to form a quadrangle, which included the 
chapel, a long bui lding at r ight angles with the quad-
arangle, which had an upper balcony beneath the roof, 
ko as to form a covered protection to a similar arrange­
ment below, and an indescribable bui lding which was 
used by the monks as their store for winter provisions. 
.The staircases were outside, as in Switzer land, and 
entered upon the open-air landings or balconies ; these 
were obscure galleries, from which doors led to each 
separate apartment, occupied by the monks and fleas. 
T h e obscurity may appear strange, as the balconies 
were on the outside, but the eaves of the roof at an 
angle of about 48 0 projected some feet as a protection 
from the winter 's snow, and occasioned a dark­
ness added to the g loom of blueish g r e y gneiss which 
formed the walls and the deep brownish red of the 
tiled roof. 

T h e great walnut-tree overshadowed a portion of 
the mule stables that formed a continuation of the 


