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stripped is serviceable for tying plants or securing
fences in lieu of cord. TFor lack of silkworms the
monastery mulberry-trees had several seasons of growth,
and the shoots were serviceable for our work. The
ceiling of our opera-box was cloth, with a curtain of
about three feet suspended along the front, which
broke the morning sun as it topped the high ridge of
the mountain on the other side of the gorge, about
a thousand feet above us. The shed was carpeted
with mats and furnished roughly with a table and
chairs; hat-pegs were suspended around, made from
the red-barked wood of the arbutus, simply cut so |
that by inverting the branch with the stem attached to
a cord, the twigs, cut at proper lengths, would form
convenient hooks.

From this cool hermitage we looked down upon the
dense foliage of rounded mulberry-tops and the fruit-
trees of the gardens within the gorge, while exactly in
our front, a hundred yards across the deep ravine,
was the rocky steep of the mountain side, densely
clothed with ilex and arbutus, until the still higher
altitudes banished all underwood, and the upper
ranges of Troodos exhibited a surface of barren
rocks clothed with tall pines and cypress, 2000 feet
above us.

By the time we had completed our permanent
camp a certain degree of improvement had taken
place in the people, as well as in the actual cleanliness
of the locality. Everybody washed his, or her, face
and hands. The customs of the monks had so far
reformed that the immediate neighbourhood was no
longer offensive. When strangers with mules arrived |
the road was immediately swept, and upon Saturday |
evenings a general embellishment took place in honour J




