
great distance, and from the commanding elevation 
a depredator could be distinctly identified with a good 
telescope. T h e Cypr io tes are easily governed, and 
should a few severe examples be made public when 
the destroyers had been taken in the act, an exceed­
ingly small staff of foresters would be sufficient to 
insure order and protection. 

T h e pine and cypress are the trees most general ly 
attacked, and, as I have already shown, there is no 
difficulty wha tever in their preservation should the 
requisite staff of officials be appointed. It should, 
however , be borne in mind that the preservation 
of woods and forests is a simple matter compared 

ι with the absolute necessity of their extension ; it is 
therefore desirable to examine the capabilities of the 
island for tree-culture. 

W h e n Cyprus was first occupied by British troops 
the Engl i sh newspapers were full of superficial 
advice sugges ted b y numerous wel l -meaning corre-

, spondents who were utterly devoid of practical 
' experience in tree-planting, and a unanimous verdict 

was g i v e n in favour of the Eucalyptus gloòulus, and 

other varieties of the same tree, irrespective of all 

, knowledge of localities and soils. 

T h e absence of money would be the only excuse 

for any delay in exper imenta l tree-culture. T h e seeds 

. of the eucalyptus were sent out in considerable quan-

, tities to the various chief commissioners of districts 

I for cultivation, as though these ove rworked and 

• ill-paid officers were omniscient, and added the prac-

. tical knowledge of horticulture to their military 

' qualifications. E v e r y commissioner that I saw had 

a few old wine or beer cases filled with earth, in 

which he was endeavour ing to produce embryo 
ζ 


