
u s ; upon which w e must p a y a tax of 10 per cent., 
at the same time that the risks of insects, rats, and 
the expenses of ga ther ing remain to the debit of the 
garden. In fact," said the poor old monks , " o u r 
produce is a trouble to us, as personally w e der ive no 
benefi t ; the public eat the fruit, and the gove rnmen t 
eats the taxes ." 

T h e r e were curious distinctions and except ions in 
this arbitrary form of taxat ion : if a fruit-tree g r ew 
within the monastery courtyard it w a s exempt ; thus 
the great walnut-tree beneath which w e camped w a s 
free. It was really cheer ing to find that w e wereçl 
l iv ing under some object that w a s not taxed in I 
C y p r u s ; but the m o n k continued, and somewhat 1 
dispelled the illusion . . . " T h i s tree produced in one 
year 20,000 walnuts , and it ave rages from 12,000 toe 
15,000; but when the crops of our other trees arefl 
estimated, the official va luer a lways insists upon a false- j 
maximum, so as to include the crop of the courtyard 
walnut in the total amount for taxation." 

T h e potatoes, l ike all other horticultural productions, 
are va lued whi le g rowing , and the same sys tem of 
ex t ravagan t estimate is pursued. 

T h i s sys tem is a b l ight of the g raves t character 
upon the local industry of the inhabitants, and it is 
a suicidal and unstatesmanlike pol icy that crushes 
and ext inguishes all enterprise. W h a t Engl i shman 
would submit to such a p ry ing and humiliat ing posi
tion ? A n d still it is expec ted that the resources of the 
island will be deve loped by Brit ish capital ! T h e great 
want for the supply o f the principal towns is market-
gardens. Imagine an Eng l i sh practical market-gardener 
fresh from the ten-mile radius of C o v e n t Garden , where 
despatch and promptitude mean fortune and s u c c e s s e 


